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How the Farmers Land Is Quietly Slipping Away

Watson shook
Ah,

Well, "'Citizen”
hands with the Strenuous one.
me!

Mrs. Otto Kempendorf and little
boy leflt to
visit the Fair.

THE THEORY

The farmers are a prosperous and

Wednesday morning

ever-growing class.—Always Wrong
Bulletin (rep.) Prosser, Wash.
Bul-

letin boasts that the republicans do

{ And remember, please, the

not indulge in “‘theories.”)
THE FACT

The farmer knows he has been
these
it because
politicians have told him so. His
pocketbook and bank account may
not tell him so, but if the money is
not in

a
favored child of fortune last

few vears. lle knows

the other of these
places, it is surely his own fault,

one or
For do not the census reports for
rgoo tell him that the 5,737,372
farms in the United States increased
in value from 1880 to 1goo from $10,-
197,006,776 to $16,614,647,491, or
64 per cent? And did not the value
of his live stock products increase
during the same time from $£1,576,-
884.707 to $3,075,447,703, or 95
per cent? Of course they did, be-
canse the census burean says so,
and the census burean not only
knows the facts, but tells them—
perhaps too freely at times.
Therefore, it might reasonably be
expected that the census reports
wonld show that the farmer owns
the land he tills, or is paying for it
very rapidly. But in that respect
the census reports are again disap-
pointing. They do not show any
thing of the kind. On the con-
trary, they show that the American
farmer is slowly sinking from hope-
Jess debt to absolute non-ownership
of the land, as surely as the quick-
sand’s victim is emguifed in the
mire into which he goes more deep-
Iy with every struggle to get loose.
The American farmer shares with
the American wageworker the dis-
tinction of belonging to the most
pitifully deceived class of human
being on the face of the earth. The
farmers of most other nations are
not taught to expect anything but a
bare living, and are therefore sel-
dom disappointed. But not so with
the American farmer. The political
orators tell him—during campaigns
that he is a most prosperous as
well as a most independent person,
and the capitalist newspapers that
supply him with “‘information” re-
peat the tale the rest of the year.
The simple fact seems to be that
the farmer is a participant in a game
in which every other member, ex-
cept himself and the wage worker,
may fleece some one else to reim-
burse himself for the loss of that
which another has taken from him.
1f manufacturer charges the
wholesaler too much for his pro-
duct, the wholesaler can take it out
of the retailer, the retailer can pass
it on to the consumer, and the con-
sumer, if he be other than a wage
worker or farmer, can look around
for someone to ' with a fair

prospect of making a succesful
search.

But not so with the farmer. If
he has been charged an excessive
price for his food clothing or farm
machinery, reimburse
himself by demanding more for his
grain, his livestock,
for the simple reason that he wmust
sell, if he sell at all,
l.ike the wageworker,

the

“do.’

he cannot

his WUIIL or

for whatever
he can get.
the farmer cannot fix the price of a

thing he sells, or a thing he buys

years, Mr. Rockefeller, Mr. Mnruanl
and the rest of the “‘captains of in
dustry” got in their work upon him
to such an extent that the census of

. . !
1900 found him with only 64.7 per

of his land his own.

In other words, while the value
of the farmer's land and his live
stock increased 150 per cent in lhr;
3o years ending in 1900, 9.9 per|
cent of the land that he absolutely
owned in 18go, was owned by the |
landlord class in 1goo. These fig
ures certainly indicate “'great pros
perity” for some one. Is it for the

farmer? Well, generally speaking,

a farmer who lJWll('ll 1hc ACTES 1IN

1880 has lost the ownership of 10
acres since then.

From which it appears that the
same inexorable laws are in opera
tion in this country that have given
Ireland to the landlords, placed the
ownership of half of Prussia in the

hands of 31,000 men and given
practically all the land in Austria to
the “"nobility.” The American farm-
er need only tosit tight, “"stand pat”
and vote either of the tickets that
his capitalist friends and h
land will slip through his hands as

noiselessly and as surely as the bri-

vote

Is

gand’s booty follows him into the
brush after the train has been robbed.

For farm tenantry
with all the irresistible steadiness of
the tides, though it is all flood and
no ebb, with this treasury tide. In
ihe whole country, has been
shown, the percentages of farms
operated by tenants increased from
25.5 in 1880 to 35.3 per centin
1900.—ALLAN L. BeExnson, editor of
Detroit ( Mich. ) Times.

Report of National
Quorum Meeting

The National Quorum of the So-
cialist party was called to order by
National Secretary Mailly at
a. m., June 11, 1904, in the office
of the National Headquarters, Chi-
cago. Victor L.. Berger of Wiscon-
sin, B. Berlyn of Illinois, John M.

II.S iUllL’nI..'nillu

as

Work of lowa and S. M. Reynolds
of Indiana being present, Chas. l:.E
Towner of Kentucky absent. i
On motion of Comrade Berger, |
Comrade Berlyn was elected chair- |
man, W. L. Oswald of the Na |
tional office was elected secretary.
Letter from Comrade Towner ex- |
plaining his absence was read by |
Secretary Mailly, and same \uu:
ordered on fle. {
Secretary Mailly further reported |
as follows: Referendums on Plat
form and Trades Union resolutions |
are now before the membership,

suggestion was endorsed by the | brganization if they deemed it ne-| he was preparing a report for the In i_”ll and it was moved by Work: That
Quoriin. L essary, and that they be telegraph- | ternational Socialist and Trades | having listened to the prese i
Suggested by Comrade DBerlyn ed to that effect. | Union Congress in accordance with | of both sides and en t matter
that the OQuorum issue a cond i.«ci The National Secretary reported | request of the secretary of the Inter- | due considera 1, the Ouorum de
statement of our position on the having agreed with Comrade Chas ;'I'hlfilli:i!} Socialist Bureau, and had | cide to recog James S, S 1 as
Colorado sitnation. I%. Randall after the national con-|requested and received the assur-|state secretary of lllinois | mo-
On motion it was ordered and vention not to recommend thata|ance of the cooperation of Com [tion being put t ote resulted as
Comrade Berger was instructed to | national organizer be sent into|rades M. Hillquit, Alex. Jonas and | follows Ve Work, Revnolds and
draft same, Utah within at least 6o days, upor { Fronest Unte ann Fhe Secretary | Berger: Berl not voting: none
On suggestion of Secretary Mailly  promise of Comrade Randall that | also recommended that same be got- | against
{Comrade Berger moved that Na- he would upon his return to Utah, | ten up in printed form in English, | lerger wished pit the
tional Secretary be instructed to recommend unattached locals in|German and French, for distribu- | case to go on record as fo
telegraph all state secretaries lh;llll_'-_u state to apply for charters di- |tion among the delegates to the “I vote as I do becau "
the Quorum recommends them to rect from the national headquarters | Congress ] report would ac- [tional committee deals wi thi e
notify all locals in their respective | The Secretary also reported that in | cede 1ot (ques Interna- | committec nly and not
states to arrange for public protest response to reguest in letter fron [tional Bureau as mue as possible | minority . 1 of same. Furthe:
meetings against capitalist anarchy | Comrade Randall's blank applica- |and give an ontling the growt r Ve ’ en 1 «l
n Colorado and that at such meet- tions for charters had been sent to and  development of the Socia that the ) of the state com
ings collections be made to assist unattached locals in Utah. Secre-|and Trade Union ements tee as removeil th
the Western Federation of Miners tary Mailly's action was endorsed. | America since 14 LS assel IS ren
Colorado. Adopted. National secretary reported hav The resignation of Comrade L I'ne Na cretary s tted
Adjournment for recess. ing issued calls for the Wyoming est Untermann as delegate t of | ts in Fne and
Quorum reconvened at 2 o'clock. | state convention to be held at Lara- | International Socialist and Trades other languag which he | <ed
Continuing his review by states, mie June 1gth, in accordance with! Union Congress was read, and upon | should be during the cam
National Secretary Mailly submitted | referendum. A call had been issued motion, accepted. paign and h plans in the 1nter
correspondence from W. Harry by F. W, Ot signing himself| ‘The National Secretarv was were appro \ sketch for a col-
Spears of Chicago, claiming recog- | 'State Secretary.” Comrade Ott | structed to  notify Comrade M. "uml lithograph containing portraits
uition as temporary state secretary |explained that this call had to lnr! Hillquir, the alternate delegate, of | of Debs and Hanford was also ap-
of the Socialist party of lllinois, as | published to comply with the law of | Comrade Untermann’s resignation. | proved.
the result of action reported to have | Wyoming. Applications for credentials to| Secretary Mailly reported in re-
been taken by the state cxc('uti\c! Moved by Comrade Reynolds|the Congress were received from | gard to the Literature Bureau, that
committee. Also letter from Jas. |that the National Secretary be em- | Comrades Nicholas Klein and Mrs. | the same was being got into shape
S. Smith, state secretary, notifying I powered to take necessary steps tu-!l’--rr:m;r- S. Brown, and both were | pending result of referendum on
National Secretary not to recognize | ward securing an electoral ticket in|granted. The Quorum then took | coustitution; the report of co! vene
W. Harry Spears, as the latter is a | every state. Carried. up consideration of national cam | tion proceedings would be ready in
suspended member of local Cook The subject of general organizing | paign matters. Comrade Berger |a few days, orders are coming in
County, r“"rk was taken up. suggested that various committecs | and there is probability of a good
Comrade Spears, having asked an The National Secretary reported | be appointed to conduct the cawm- | sale.
opportunity to present his case, [ Organizer M. W. Wilkins to be in!paign. After discussion, in which| The National Secretary also re-

Comrade Berger moved that each
of the two claimants to the state!
secretaryship be given one-half hour
in which to present their arguments
to the Quorum, and that they be|
notified to appear at four o'clock.
Carried.

Correspondence from state secre-
tary of Indiana presenting the ne-
cessity for an organizer in that state
was read, and Secretary Mailly
recommended sending an organizer
as requested.

On motion of Comrade Work it
decided to send Comrade
Towner into Indiana fora period
of from six weeks to two months,

Letter was submitted from State
Secretary of Vermont asking that
an organizer be sent into that state,
Moved by Comrade Reynolds to
send Comrade Hanford to Vermont
for a short period previous to the
state election in September.
ried.

The National Secretary was in-
structed to procure information as
1o the cost of maintaining the pres-
ent state organizer in Florida with
the intention of lending assistance
to that state.

On motion of Comrade Reynolds

was

Car-

| West
| Arizona,

all this is done for him by eager

gentlemen, who, perhaps, may fear
that these tasks, in addition to their

others, might break down the health

of those who till the soil and manu-

facture its products. [

In 1880 the American farmer
owned 74.5 per cent of the land he
tilled. In 1800 he owned but 71.0

per cent, while in the following Icni

Seriatim vote on constitution will | the action of the National Secretary
go out today and close Juiy 25th. |in approving Local Laurium, Mich.,
Some demands have been received | in the matter of expelling John 1.
for the submission of the State and| Rastella for having accepted a nom-
Municipal program to a referendum | ination from a capitalist party, and
but in accordance with the action|on demand refusing to withdraw his
of the national convention ‘.
gram was first to be revised by the |
national committee and then sub |

the pro- | name from the ticket, was approved.
I'he National Secretary reported
that Mrs. Ella Reeve Cohen

performing organizing work in Del-

Was
mitted to a referendum.  Cowmrade |
Oswald of New Jersey has been en- | eware for the national headquarters,
gaged as bookkeeper in the National I receiving sufficient financial aid to
office, Comrade Martin having tak
en charge of literature department | those of
proved.
The Secretary
mended that a referendum

and
Ap-

cover her traveling expeunses
speakers engaged.
and newspaper plate matter. Com
rade Clark is on a vacation,
rade Oneal being temporarily
charge of his work. l'nmllillulinh‘
blanks for the half day’s wage do |
nation to the campaign fuad
been sent out, and by this time the | Was empowered to take such a step,
The action of the National Secre

Com National recom-

be in

in

itiated in *the Indian Territory on

the question of territorial organiza-
of Reynolds he

ton,  On motion

l'..l\

comrades should be energetically |
circulating them and the outlook is 1| tary in calling a convention of the

H. Goebel in
Robert Saltiel in Rhode
Island, and that Geo. E. Bigelow
would begin a tour of South and
North Dakota in July.

Proposition was submitted Wm.
A. Toole, Baltimore, Md., offering
his services as organizer during his
two weeks’ vacation in July at the
same terms as last year. Comrade

Work moved to accept the offer.
Carried.

Correspondence between national
and National Organizer
Goebel on matters in April financial
report was submitted and the Quo-
rum voted to allow the charges of
Comrade Goebel up to May first,
but to establish hereafter the prin-
ciple of not paying for baths, laun-
dry and similar items.

Four o’clock having arrived, it
was on motion decided to admit the
Nlinois contestants, Comrade Ber-
lyn resigned the chair in order to
avoid the charge of exercising a
biased judgement, he being a resi-
of Illinois. Comrade Rey-
nolds was elected in his place.

Comrade Spears not having ap-
peared, Comrade Jas. S. Smith be-

Virginia, G.

secretary

dent

gan to speak at 4:08. A few min-
utes later Comrades W. Harry
Spears, J. H. Bard and Chas.

Erickson of the opposition were ad
mitted. then decided by
unanimous consent that Comrade

It was

Spears should begin speaking at
once, and Cowmrade Smith should
follow him. Comrade Spears
spoke for 35 minutes. Comrade

Smith then made a brief statement,

after which cross questions began
and continued till 6 o'clock. Owing
to the length and involved nature of
the debate, the secretary did
attempt to record same.

At the close of the debate
meeting adjourned for recess.

The

o'clock.

not

the

Quorum reconvened at 8

A

Comrade M. V, Konda,

from

communication '

offering to

act as Slavonic speaker in the East, |
providing his railroad fare is paid,

Comrades Work, Revnolds and Ber-
lyn expressed themselves against the
suggestion, the matter was dropped. |

National Secretary reported that |
IDebs would rest as much
ble June,
July and August, filling only dates
that were ecither arranged for or
promised before he was nominated
for President. That Comrade Debs
would be prepared to open his cam-
paign in September, and work un-
remittedly until election day. Also
that Debs had placed his entire ar-
rangements in the hands of the na-
tional office and would carry out
whatever plans were made for him
to the best of his ability,

Hanford had notified the National
Secretary that he would be ready
for active work in the field July 15,
and placed his arrangements under
of the national
office and would do everything pos-

as Ppossi

from lecturing during

the entire direction

' sent out.

| foorms

ported that account books for loecal
mentioned
circular and
As soon as
the number of orders warrant, books
will be printed. Cireular to
locals upon plate matter had been
Responses beginning to
Also that he had written
to papers that had already promised
to take plate matter and majority
had agreed to take from the national
office. That 100 papers were needed
before the American Press Associa-
tion would handle same, and he
hoped soon to have sufficient to be-
gin sending out plates, Articles by
Debs, Simons, Martin, Ouneal and
others are ready for the first issue,

The National Secrorars submjited
frur rau“n{h{‘[iwﬂ
blanks for Socialiet candidates for
nse by state, county aud city com-
mittee, and sugvested that same be
issned Ly the national office for the
convenience of the varions organiz-

and state officials were
to local secretaries in

orders are coming in.

letter

come in.

nrosyeed

sible to make the campaign success-
ful.

An outline of the campaign tours
of Comrades Debs and Hanford, as
he had planned them, was then pre-
the National
Briefly they were to route

sented by
Mailly,
Debs

Secretary

from Chicago southward

ations. These forms were prepared
.in response to numerous demands.
| Approved
Quornm adjourned at 12:45 to
| meet again July gth at 8 p. m
W. L. OswaLp, Secretary.
- -_—- -

Don’t Like tbe Nominations.

The editor of the Argus, in a late

thern | issue, donated about two hours of
_ his valuable time, expostulating the
| merits of Messrs. Walsh and I.ynch,
| candidates for Congress, and state
| secretary respecti vely, recently nom-
ern and central states back to Chi- | inated at the state convention of the
cago. From this point he would | Socialist partv. The writer of the
work east, returning in time to close | article is lu:u ildered as to how these
5 Badsiuen e I names, could possibly Iwr--rn.uh_'rctl
‘ X _ by even a Socialist convention. The
Nov. 6th In the meantime Han- { humorist, in order that he point out
ford would fill dates in Maine and| his periodic flashes of witticism. and
||vr.-h'|‘l against the lethargy of his
! readers in  “'catching on” to funny
| remarks, breaks his sayings in ap-
propriate chunks, by indiscrimi-
nately slaughtering the interrogation

through the southern states,
the southwestern section, to the Pa
to Wash-

ington, then through the northwest

cific ocean, up the coast

in Terre Haute

Vermont before the state elections,
afterwards going into the southwest.
He would then work in the eastern

and central states and close before

election in the Pacific states, point. He thinks the act of the
After considerable discussion the | convention has a striking resem-
general plan was approved with the | Plance to T Barnum making a

animals, He
bauble act of
while in the state of

collection of eurious
also thinks it was the
a bauble party,
i”h;ll:lili |

Who knows?

tana Socialists

that Comrade Debs
should not go into any state south
Kentucky aud

sent was given Mailly to

modification

of Missouri. Con

the Mon
Messrs,

Perhaps
nominated
Walsh and Lyneh that the

£O On rec-

ord as believing that Comrade Debs

price of

s T . s Nati cocre. | Should go into certain cities . " ’
Q ek maalt: o Blaeitaad | was read, and the National Secre-| KO in ¢ 1 cities of the| ... Oregon mav enhance. or
for a generous response ocialist party of Maryland to nom A ) . |
S o s slacioral tiekes » | | tary was instructed to procure full | south, which the modification of l]"-',m stabilify Western union stock, or
, illy ‘N rave 5. | inate electors cket was endorsed, : . .
Comrade Mailly then gave a sys- | ‘The Nati 1 8 particulars, Quorum would exclude, then again they mav have had in
v abla low » situatio o ] e National Secrelary reported " " e | wiey . 1
tematic review of the situation n i S g } Communications from and to] I'’he National Secretary's plan of | view, the giving of employment, at
» vari . atos territ laving calied a state convention 1a " N Y | che rés. to san hatvhivaline
the variows siates and (territories, | Rhode Tsland £ | bt Comrade Spargo, relative to a wes !rh:u; ing a deninite sum to locals for (h‘l;'l' Wages, t' cheay ' tined
o1 > s . hee | Rhode Island for June r2th, upon y 'jackscerews who pose as country
taking them up one by o Int | y ‘ ‘ l l | tern tour, were read and the Na-|the services of Debs and Hanford | adttors o _ 2 th
) . » A @ enn h oll | request of locals, and presentec I . : : OFs ol country with
course of the statement the follow | | ; | PRGN ¢ lhnn;{l Secretary was empowered to |and furnishivg advertising matter | country circulations. and whose in
v : - ol * tespondence from locals relative to . e R A 4 .
ing actions were taken | Wy . arrange a tour for Comrade Spargo, | with the speakers was endorsed. tellectual ability begir . nds at
Jp— i sed sending | conditions in that state. ‘ i
Secretary Mailly advised sending | not to extend beyond election day, Moved by Comrade Berger that|Writing up tea partie cases
Ke . ! le e i lew o . . i ) I roorl
1. M. McKee through Tennessee, | Herlyn moved that in view of the | the national office to assume re-|each candidate receive £zoo toward | M d i["l tie it 1
Vg p s h Caroling S {re stance " . | y " | rate, better than the « 1 folk
North Carolina and South Caroling, | special circumstances existing  in sponsibility of employing him ;lilt'rllhl'u expenses during the campaign, and the Irish § Lt (or t hr
- - " s o ! . el ¢ . vale I A 5 ; . 5 Ass Ip I urthe
in order that we might have an Rhode Island, the locals of that|e.cion day. Carried. | and more il necessary; carried. consideration to the Almighty, or
electoral ticket in each state. The state be authorized to form a state| National Secretary reported that| The lllinois case was then taken |down to “'Citizen” Watson
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